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Repercussions of Soviet Anti-Ssnitiz Developments

1.
the disclosures of the Slansky Tr:al in Prague and the anti-Semitic

, measures takXen by the Soviet Government in winter 1952-53 bhad little noticeable
! effect in Polend.

2. s considerable number of Jews were
aismisged from jobs in the local t2xtile industry. However, they were mainly

I Porsons who had previously applied for permission to emigrate to Israel and bhad

| either been rejected or had given up such intenticos. A number of Jewish engincers

' also lost their jobs because, it wae officlalily 'stated, they had completed their
studies at universities in Western Europs. The rank and file of the Jewish commun-
ity in Lodx were not persecuted in any wvay

113 tur UB in that town searched the homes

) ©f Jawish Paxty members soon after the Fires Scviet anti-Israeli statements. They

| were looking for evidemce of contacts with Jews in Western countries. Just at this
time, the Bwidnica Artisans' Cooperative had %0 d18mis: s=me of its personnel due
to the acute shortege of raw materimls. Jews vho wer:s reglatered for emigration to
Isrsel vere the first to be discharged.

| M+ "Buch reports do not Bemn that the Jewish Fopulatios in Poland 1s entirely calm and
ucdisturbed. There was considerable panic in the Jewish communities after the Moscow

sati-Semitic measures would be forthzoming.
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announcenents, particularly prior to Stalip « death. It was teared that still strongex
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“The brighter side of the picture wvas the rather friendly attitude of the Poles towards
the Jews duriag the recest events. hany Pdles, particularly the intelligemtsia, fuolt
iacreasiag resentment towards the Jews afgsr World War IXI. Thoy objected to the number
of Jewish imtellsctuals aamd politicaas ix the Gommunist Government and withia the CP.
But the anti-Semitic moves of the Communists have changed their attitude. Many FPoles
have told their Jewish neighbors: 'Eov we can stand together again ia our fight, as we
did duriag the @ermsn occupstion.’ - .

"Perbaps the same Teasons have also changed the attitude of the Polish custcms officials
towvards emtgrsting Jews. FPravious groups arrivine fa Haifsa have complained of harsh
and rigid trestmsnt vhen they passed the Polish customs. | The present group, which left
Poland in late Pebruary 1953, unanimously heve declared <hat the Polish officials
wers courtecus, some of them even frienily. |

Jowish Community im Harsaw

\
T. .

1 . |according to latest atatistics
arcund 10,000 Jews are now living in the Polish capitsal.| Most of them do not,hovever,
admit their Jewish orig’n and aro employed in various dopartments of the city apd
state sdministration. The Jevish community ic Warsav is|under the supervision of the

0ffice for Religious Affairs of the Presidium of the Council of Ministers, wvhich finances
the Commmnity's activities. The money originates from the blocked account of the 'Joinmt'

organitatior in Poland, which amounted originally %o -omjc one million Zlotys. This
account was °rnzea and teken over by the Communist Government. The Community presents
its applications for funds tc & special Arbitratioxn Commission. Its representative oo
this Commission is (fou) Bankier, ite chairman. The delgate of the CP-controlled
Jowish Cultural Association is (fmu) Fisx d. If the Commission approves a fund-
spplication, the Office for Religious AZfairs pays the money to the Community.

Poasible Number of OQrthodox Jews in Poland ‘
|

3. YA very difficult problem for Orthodox Jews bsfore the abolitica of focd ratioming
was the procurement of -tho traditicoal Matzoth for the Jpvi-h Holidays. This problem
exists no loager; proviocusly special Matzoih coupous veTe 4ssued to Jews throughout
the country. The distribution of these coupons gives an| indirect indication of the
auzber of Orthodox Jews in Poland. It must Ye :emmbereg, hovever, that the number
indicated in tue application for coupons was slighily cxa erated in order to obtain
higher ratiocns. PFollowing vere the quotas for the major Pogioh towns:

Lodz 10,000
Wrogclaw 1C, C00
Cracow 3,000
Bzczecin 3,060
Katowice 1,600
- Bialystolk 500

Dadertoniow District,

with the towns
Walbrsych and | I
Legnica 5,000 Total: 30,100  [5iy/

At the last Jewish Holidays during rationing & totsl of 50,000 Matzoth coupons vere
distributed. The dAifference between 30,000 and 50,00, 1a 20,000 indicates that
soms 20,000 Jews are living scattered im small commanities throughout Poland.
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Futzre Brigration to Isrwel
9. mzummmmxmlu-mmmon. At ths time vhen the prasent
group laft Polend /[ leto Febreary 1953/, en edditicoal growp of 10C Jews had ail
mmm:-am rudynad mformdm
"The Mintstry of Stete Bccurity Bolds about 15,000 applicatioas for cxigration. most
of thea submitted as far Dack &8s 1950. Bincs the FPragus trial and sudbsequeat &nti-
Sexitic devslopmeats, applicants bave O longer dared to inquire sbout their appli-
catiems &t ths Niaistry ia: poram. Previcusly the offices were always £illed with

applicants trying to securs tavcnbl.o decisions on their cases.
\
"About six or savgn pessports m bcns 1-uucd each veek. Peoople aov go 10 the

Ministry cnly when summoned tO appesr.
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